SATYAGRAHA   ASHRAM                                215
by bringing to bear all his splendid mechanical talent on the wheel,
made many Improvements In It* Wheels and their accessories began
to be manufactured at the ashram. The first piece of khadi manu-
factured in the ashram cost seventeen annas per yard. 1 did not
hesitate to commend this very coarse khadi at that price to friends,
who willingly paid the amount.
"I am, therefore^ concentrating my attention, on the production of
khadi. I swear by this form, of swadeshi because through it I can
provide work to the semi-starved, semi-employed women of India.
My idea is to get these women to spin yarn, and to clothe the people
of India with khadi woven out of It. I do not know how far this
movement is going to succeed. At present it is only beginning. But I
have full faith In it35